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LETTER RECEIVED 
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HOUSING AND THE 
HOMELESS The City C o u n c i l  received a le t ter  from Naomi McCallum 

Carey regarding housing and the homeless. 
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Members 04 the Counci 1 : 
i r l  

One thing to consider in discussing the homeless i 
N o t  creating new ones. 

People -.f& usually praised f o r  being smart enough t 
something at J reasonably low price and enjoy it, fo r  yea 
while those buying it latet- pay a higher price. But n 
the kome market. These people are r . z s t l g a t s d  and accu 
being unwel Zome to strangers because they are paying t - 

reasonable taxes imposed upon them. 

Those buying at later date pay a higher 
3i higher- production costs. So it is with svery item so 
In the used h q m e  market, additional costs can be attribu 
to maintenance, repair, additions to the property, loc 
and a willing buyer in a popular m a r k e t .  (The last ale 
as: "set the price at what the market wilI bear"). 

I n  housjng, a person must q u a l i . f y  for pur 
to pay is the basis for cash payment or a loan 
that house value are able t.0 be borne because 
income wart-ants it. 

.?. 

... - 30 o r  40 years later, a buyer in the housing market will 
qua1.i.F~ on the basis o f  income of that time for a house an 
the market at c h a t  time. T h e  taxes will be assessed crn the 
sales vaiue. The pvoperty cwner can pay it because income 
warrants it. 

To reevpluate a house on the basis 04 what it might 
bring on a sale is illogical. That thinking contributed to 
so many vineyards' being reevaluated on t h e  basis of what 
they might bripg on the subdivision m a r k e t .  Even though t h g  
farmer wanted only to Earm, this briJught about many o f  those 
vineyards' being uprooted and teievlsion antennae belng 
plantea in t h e i r  places. 

& ofice had a t a x  an ~ ~ I L ~ P L G :  / .  That was Sased upon the 
cost o f  the goods, n o t  o n  w n a c  it m 1 3 h t  b r i n g  upon tne sale. 
If it w v s r   SO!^, t%e t a r  vJas s t i l l  collected, albeit a bit 
less than i f  it were sa!a. 
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They have contributed their talents to Lodi's econoPy, 
good image and good life style, which has attracted people to 
our city. 

Now their income is less than that needed to buy their 
home originally. In many cases, less than would be needed to 
rent ths home. There is only one qualification f o r  paying 
taxes: pay up or lose your home. 

If there is a retroactive imposition o f  taxes using pre- 
Proposition 13 formulae or changing the tax structure as it 
ROW stands, we x i 1 1  need a greater city, county and federal 
tax upon t1.e present-day income producers in order to fund 
the poor houses, convalescent homes, apartments and whatever 
else is needed f s r  housing homeless individuals. 

Is that really preferable to.allowing people to be 
independent and to take care o f  themselves in their o w n  homes 
with the occasional nurse, if nececyary, o r  the offspring 
looking out for them? O r  do we r-ei ly want all of these 
people to be put into institutions so that a j o b  market can 
be created for the people to take care of them.; a building 
market so that someone'can put up apartments o n  the land they 
were forced to leave? 

And will the tax-payers pay any less because.of the 
increase in the tax upon these older homes? Someone will 
have to fund the pr>jects, pay the help, provide the iood, 
medical and other ai-.tentiom. 

YOU right say that the sale of the house will bring big 
bucks and wiil support an elderly person for the rest of his 
or her life. That is what people would hc\ve us believe. B u t  
with the life-expectancy rate going up a l l  the time, more 
money will have gone for rent, a n d  the person wtll eventually 
become destitute--the fear of which was the main reason for 
buying a house i n  the first place. 

It all seems a vicious plot:. 

Young people n e e d  jobs ,  push out the elderly. 

Homeless need homes, c t - e a t l  a tax structure 
elderly cannot p a y .  Put them in institutions, 
y o i  have P m p t y  r l i i u s E s .  

But, will it be the r e a l  hcme!ess w h c  cjet those  
No, they cannot afford t h e m .  

SG w h a t  is t h e  13a in7  

that the 
and then 

hOLl56?S? 



Peace o f  n i n d  s h o c ' l d  5s n u r t u r e d  a n d  n o t  s n a t c h e d  away 
i n  o u r  l a t e r  y e a r s .  L e t  us r e s t  zn our ? o n - i n c o m e  p r o d u e l r i g  
d a y s .  We n a v e  wt- ,a tevsr  t b e  good  Lat -d  a n d  t n e  S o z l a l  S e c u r i t y  
w i l l  a l l o w .  N o t  a l l  e l o : e r l y  a r e  r i c h .  t h o u g h  t h e  I R S  will 
t r y  t o  t e l l  us o t h e r w i s e .  

Mzny a r e  d i v o r c e d  women. P f t e r  y e a r s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a 
h o m e  +or h u s b a n d  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d .  They  have 
5ecome r e a l  s i i / v i v o r s ,  h:ive h e i d  j o b s ,  m a i n t a i n e d  a hone a 2 d  
r e a v e d  t h e i r  c t i i  l d r e n .  

Many a re  r e c e i v i n g  the b a r e s t  minimum i r !  Soc ia l  S e c a r i t y  
p a y m e n t .  T n i s  a l o n e  a l l o w i n j  t h e m  ts S C I ~ V ~ V E .  P a r t  o f  t h a t  
s u r v i v a l  is t h e  s e c u v i t y  o f  o w n i n g  t h e i r  own horcie. A c t u a l l y  
o w n i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  cannot be t a k e n  away.  B e i n g  a b l e  t o  
have i d m i l i a r  b e l o n g i n g s  i n  f a m i l i a r  surr o u n d i n q s  i s  g r e a t -  
c o m f o r t  a n d  good  t a e r a p y  f o r  t h e  i l i .  

-. r.si n g f o r c e d  i n t o  an i ' n s t i t c , t i o n  t a k e s  a w a y '  a l l  se1.f- 
esteem. &lone, l o s t  a n d  a b a n d o n e d ,  t h e  i n d i v i  dcicl1 f a d e s ,  
g i v s s  u p - - s u i c i d e  cir d e a t h  by S o r r - O L u .  i t ' s  50 e a s y  t o  f o r g e t  
t h 3 t  w i t h o u t -  o u r  f o re- bea re r s ,  w e  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  S e e n  b o r n .  

b i h i c h  is t h e  g r e a t e r  c o s t - - l c s s  c f  a CPW d o l l a r s  i n  
t a x e s  o r  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of m i l l i o n s  i n  eat-e? 

Many o f  t h o s e  whc m a n i p u l a t e  ouv- p u r s e  s t t - i n g s  m a k e  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e y  g e t  t h e i r  p o t - t i o n  - F i r s t .  Q u t  does i t  ease t h e  
c o f i s c i e n c e  tJ see e l d e r i y  f o i k s  d i e  i r o n  cold b e c a a s e  there 
is no money f o r  h e a t ,  i v o m  s t a r v a t i o n  because  there is no 
money + o r  f o o d ,  home le s s  5 e c a u s e  o f  no s h s l t s t - ~ .  

to Fle. 


